
The Office of Biological Safety 

(OBS) is joining the 21st Century 

with a new online Biosafety/rDNA 

protocol system.  The new sys-

tem will use ARROW software, 

which is the same system that will 

be used in the near future for ani-

mal protocols at UW-

Madison.  Principle Investigators 

(PIs) and/or their designees can 

create protocols online, then easi-

ly log in to modify research com-

ponents, add grants or personnel, 

or make any other changes.   

Compared to the current paper-

based system, protocol routing 

times will usually be greatly de-

creased.  In particular, additions 

of grants, proposals and Material 

Transfer Agreements to protocols 

can happen very quickly.  Admin-

istrators will also be able to ac-

cess information in the system, 

allowing them to quickly confirm 

protocol information for grant ad-

ministration and other purposes. 

The biosafety protocol itself has 

also undergone a complete over-

haul in an effort to reduce redun-

dancy and make questions more 

clear and concise.  Only infor-

mation necessary for regulatory, 

administrative, and safety pur-

posed will be requested.  The 

process for Select Agent labs will 

be slightly different; OBS will pro-

vide specific information to those 

labs.  

Training for users is being devel-

oped by OBS and will be availa-

ble for before the system goes 

live.  We are excited about the 

new system and hope you are, 

too! 
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OBS News 

Did you know?  Participants in summer internship programs offered through the UW Madison Institute for 

Biology Education http://biology.wisc.edu/ receive training from the Office of Biological Safety and other 

laboratory safety programs in preparation for their work in laboratories on campus.  These internship pro-

grams offer a unique opportunity for undergraduates and high school students to experience and explore 

careers in scientific research laboratories. 

Is the Biosafety Office the place for you?  Put your research, laboratory and biological knowledge to use 

in a new way!  UW-Madison Office of Biological Safety is hiring a Risk Management Specialist position 

specializing in biological safety and laboratory risk assessment. For more information, go to the UW-

Madison general employment postings online at http://www.ohr.wisc.edu/Employment/employ.html 

http://biology.wisc.edu/
http://www.ohr.wisc.edu/Employment/employ.html
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We recommend that laboratories review and 

update their various safety plans, in-house 

standard operating procedures, and protocols 

at least once a year. We are not just talking 

about biosafety here, but all areas that en-

compass laboratory safety from chemical and 

radiation safety, to occupational health and 

emergency action planning.  

Your lab most likely has living documents that 

are changed often, such as biosafety and ani-

mal protocols, but you should have other im-

portant laboratory documents that need to be 

visited at least on an annual basis such as 

your Chemical Hygiene plan, chemical inven-

tory and Safety Data Sheets (SDS), respirato-

ry protection plan, biosafety & yellow door 

cards, and annual training requirements, such 

as Bloodborne Pathogens. 

Now if you are paying close attention, we said 

review, not just update these documents. By 

review we mean training and discussion with 

all laboratory members on your lab safety  

policies and procedures. Safety plans are not 

very effective if the people that they are  

designed and written for do not know they 

exist, or read them once and never revisit 

them. Develop, if you have not already, a lab 

safety program for your laboratory which in-

cludes training and discussion with the indi-

viduals that comprise your lab.   

How you conduct these trainings and discus-

sions is up to you!   Go through each docu-

ment one at a time as a lab group and have 

a Q&A; run emergency drills; conduct sce-

nario based training on real-life incidences or 

potential problems; or even play review 

games (Jeopardy! style quizzes are always a 

crowd favorite). The important part of your 

safety program is that all members in the lab 

are involved, understand the various policies 

and procedures, and know how to properly 

implement them in a laboratory setting. 

If you need assistance with developing your 

laboratory safety program, need training top-

ics or ideas, or need links and resources for 

any of the documents, policies, or plans 

mentioned above, please do not hesitate to 

contact the Office of Biosafety, we are here 

to serve you. 

LABORATORY SAFETY: 

Annual Review of Your Lab’s Safety 

When was the last time that your laboratory 

got together to review safety plans? 



Page 3 

B
io

S
id

e L
in

es 

The NIH Guidelines were recently revised to 

include basic and clinical research using nucle-

ic acid molecules created by synthetic means 

and to clarify the guidelines for review of exper-

iments in which drug resistance traits are intro-

duced into microorganisms.  

The Office of Biotechnology Activities (OBA) 

published modifications to the NIH Guidelines 

in September 2012 and the changes were ef-

fective March 5, 2013. In the March edition, the 

title of the NIH Guidelines was changed from 

“NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Re-

combinant DNA Molecules (NIH Guidelines)” to 

“NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Re-

combinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules 

(NIH Guidelines)”.   

A revision was made to Appendix B-I. Adeno-

associated virus (all serotypes), and recombi-

nant or synthetic AAV constructs in which the 

transgene does not encode either a potentially 

tumorigenic gene product or a toxin molecule 

and are produced in the absence of a helper 

virus, are now considered to be Risk Group 

1agents. 

The amendments to Section III-D-7 and Ap-

pendix G-II-C for research with Risk Group 3 

influenza viruses, which were effective Febru-

ary 21, 2013, were also incorporated into the 

new edition.  Additionally, Sections I-A, I-B, II-A

-3, III-A-1-a, III-B-2, III-C-1, III-F, and IV-A sus-

tained revisions.  Because of the changes to 

the section numbering in the guidelines, your 

Biosafety protocol guideline references may 

change.  Review your protocol and if you need 

to make changes, please contact OBS.. 

For details, additional information and to view 

the current NIH Guidelines, please visit the NIH 

OBA website at http://oba.od.nih.gov.  

Biosafety Practices:  
Who is Testing Your Autoclave’s Efficacy? 

Biosafety News:  March 2013 Edition of the NIH Guidelines 

As we visit labs across campus, we are finding 

that most labs are aware of the IBC’s recom-

mendation for monthly efficacy testing of auto-

claves that are used to inactivate biohazardous 

or transgenic waste.   

Autoclaves are often shared by multiple labs 

and personnel, with regular efficacy  testing 

performed by building staff or individuals in a 

separate lab.  Even though your lab may not be 

responsible for conducting the efficacy test you 

should be able to access the efficacy testing 

records and know who & how often the testing 

is being performed.   It is the responsibility of 

each PI to ensure that the autoclave used by 

their lab undergoes regular and correct efficacy 

testing.    

Autoclave efficacy testing must be performed 

on a regular basis which is often determined 

according to the frequency of usage for that 

autoclave.  The OBS recommends monthly effi-

cacy testing as a simple, easy to remember 

schedule.   

We recommend  the documentation of testing 

date and results on log and then posting the 

log next to the autoclave so all users have ac-

cess to the information.  If an autoclave efficacy 

test log is distributed to the users electronically, 

a sign should be posted next to the autoclave 

indicating contact information for the individual 

performing the testing, the brand and type of 

indicator used, and testing frequency.  Auto-

clave guidance information can be found on the 

Environment, Health & Safety (EH&S) website  

http://www.ehs.wisc.edu/engit-facilitysupport-

containmentequipment-autoclavesafety.htm, 

Autoclave use training is available on 

Learn@UW in course Biosafety 106. 

By posting this information by the autoclave, 

we can spend more time helping to address 

your needs during lab visits and less time hunt-

ing down the individual conducting the efficacy 

testing.  You may even find that other groups 

are testing the same autoclave, allowing you to 

join forces to reduce the redundant testing! 

http://oba.od.nih.gov
http://www.ehs.wisc.edu/engit-facilitysupport-containmentequipment-autoclavesafety.htm
http://www.ehs.wisc.edu/engit-facilitysupport-containmentequipment-autoclavesafety.htm


Q:  What are the training requirements? 

A:  In compliance with Federal regulations, the UW-Madison 

Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) policies require that all 

individuals listed on a Registered Biosafety Protocol MUST 

undergo specific areas of biological safety and laboratory 

safety training.  The Office of Biological Safety (OBS) pro-

vides this mandatory training in the form of 3 online courses 

accessible through Learn@UW; Biosafety 101, Biosafety 104 and Biosafety 201.  The 

training is required to be completed in a reasonable time frame from when a person 

begins to perform tasks which are part of a Registered Biological Safety Protocol.  

The required training must be renewed/refreshed every 5 years by all individuals.  

See IBC Policy for Compulsory Biosafety Training  IBC-POL-010 for requirements 

and details. 

 

Q:  Who is required to take the training? 

A:  All personnel listed on the Registered Biological Safety Protocol, regardless of 

how long the person will be working in the laboratory.  Including but not limited to:  

Principal Investigators, research scientists, full time and part time laboratory staff, la-

boratory managers, student lab assistants, temporary staff, visiting scientists or intern 

laboratory staff.   

 

Q:  Where can I find the required biosafety training? 

A:  The required training is offered as three separate courses on Learn@UW:  Bi-

osafety 101, Biosafety 104 and Biosafety 201.  The courses are non-timetable and 

open for Self Registration – meaning you can register yourself for the classes at any 

time and complete the classes as your schedule permits. 

The 5 year renewal/refresher training materials are in OBS development and not yet 

available. 

 

Q:  Can anyone else take the training? 

A:  Yes!  Any person with a UW Learn@UW NetID login and password can self-

register for the Biosafety training courses!  The Biosafety training courses contain 

useful information for any person working in a biological laboratory or facility on cam-

pus.   

  

Q:  What happens if the training requirements aren’t met? 

A:  We are glad you asked!  Since these trainings are necessary to meet IBC and 

Federal regulatory requirements, it is in the best interest of your laboratory, research 

and staff member to complete the trainings in a timely manner.  Failure of any staff 

member to complete the required trainings can result in delays to the approval or con-

tinuation of you Registered Biosafety Protocol.  When Protocols are delayed or dis-

continued then research may not be able to continue as necessary.  No one wants 

this to happen! 

The OBS has and will continue to go to great lengths to ensure that individuals meet 

the training requirements; our goal is to help you perform your research and laborato-

ry work!  Need Help?  Ask us!  Biosafety is here to help you.  biosafety@fpm.wisc.edu  

Q&A:  Required Training 

General Office: 
biosafety@fpm.wisc.edu 

 
Tel: 608-263-2037 

Fax: 608-265-9059 
 

Biosafety Officer: 

Jim Turk 
jturk@fpm.wisc.edu 

 

Assistant Biosafety Officer: 

Stephanie Kutz 
skutz@fpm.wisc.edu 

 

Risk Management  
Specialists: 

Jim Beduhn 
jbeduhn@fpm.wisc.edu 

 
Karen Demick 

kdemick@fpm.wisc.edu 
 

Ann Larson 
alarson@fpm.wisc.edu 

 
Carrie Smith 

csmith@fpm.wisc.edu 
 
 

Biosafety Trainer: 

Tara Schnell 
tschnell@fpm.wisc.edu 

 
 

SA Program Manager: 

Rebecca Moritz 
rmoritz@fpm.wisc.edu 

 
SA Program Trainer: 

Lisa Burley 
lburley@fpm.wisc.edu  

 
 

Facility Engineer: 

Darren Berger 
dberger@fpm.wisc.edu 

 
 

OBS Program Assistant 

Julia Goretsky 
jgoretsky@fpm.wisc.edu 

 

Biosafety Contacts 

Office of Biological Safety 
30 East Campus Mall 
Madison, WI 53715-1227 
http://www.biosafety.wisc.edu  
 

mailto:biosafety@fpm.wisc.edu

